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The Australian Volunteers Program in Sri Lanka supported 14 volunteer assignments with 12 partner organisations in 
2018/2019. Volunteers and their local counterparts worked together to improve governance, and the rights of women and 
people with disabilities.
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* The above data is drawn from reports completed by volunteers and partner organisations. Reponses were not received from all volunteers and partner organisations, 
and not all respondents provided a response to every question.
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Overview

In 2018/2019 Australian volunteers contributed to the 
delivery of the Australian Government’s aid priorities in  
Sri Lanka, including improving the responsiveness of 
government to the needs of citizens and the private  
sector at national, provincial and local authority levels.

Volunteers were placed with education institutions, 
government bodies and international agencies to work 
towards expanding women’s economic opportunities, 
increasing the representation of women at all levels of 
decision-making, reducing gender-based violence, and 
promoting the empowerment and inclusion of people  
with disabilities.

Partner organisations in Sri Lanka also included the  
United National Population Fund (UNFPA), UN Habitat  
and the World Food Program.

The program hosted a regional child protection workshop 
and a gender sensitisation workshop with partner 
organisations in Sri Lanka. 

A new Open Volunteering model was piloted in Sri Lanka,  
to enhance lasting connections between returned 
volunteers and their partner organisations. As a result,  
one volunteer was able to return to their partner 
organisation for a new assignment.

The program promoted the value of international 
volunteering on social media and a high-profile 
International Volunteer Day event was organised jointly with 
the Canadian international volunteering agency Uniterra. 

The program paused new volunteer assignments for  
three months following the 2019 Easter terrorist attack  
in Sri Lanka. Volunteers were given the opportunity to  
leave the country for a short period following the attack, 
and one chose to do so. 

Of the 14 assignments undertaken during 2018/19,  
11 commenced during this period. The Australian  
Volunteers Program also supported two family  
members to accompany volunteers.

Case Study 

Australian volunteer Selvarani Pather spent eight months 
working with the Batticaloa Regional English Support Centre 
(RESC), which provides training to primary and secondary 
level English teachers. The centre’s goal is to improve the 
quality of English teaching within public schools and to 
support English language events. 

Batticaloa is one of the most disadvantaged districts in  
Sri Lanka because of the 30-year civil conflict and the 2004 
tsunami. The RESC Coordinator for Batticaloa had wanted to 
use drama as a means of encouraging young people to learn 
English, and Selvarani worked with him throughout her 
assignment to conduct drama workshops and organise  
drama festivals.

Selvarani worked with students, teachers in local schools, 
and teacher trainers in the local National College of 
Education. She also helped organise an awareness campaign 
to help prevent suicide, a ‘Sport is Great’ camp to give girls 
the opportunity to play male-dominated sports, and three 
garbage clean-up campaigns.  

She forged connections with World Vision to support teachers 
and students in war-affected areas, and with the support of a 
local eco-resort, combined an annual ‘One Day English Camp’ 
with a waste management awareness initiative. 

Selvarani attributes these successes to the energy of her 
colleagues and other local organisations.
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