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The Australian Volunteers Program in Solomon Islands 
supported 68 volunteer assignments and 25 partner 
organisations in 2018/2019, contributing to development  
in the health, education and tourism sectors.

‘An effective volunteer is one who is passionate,  
approachable, flexible, and respects local culture.  
John was all this and more.’ 
– Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions 

2018/19 at a glance*

* The above data is drawn from reports completed by volunteers and partner organisations. Reponses were not received from all volunteers and partner organisations, 
and not all respondents provided a response to every question.
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Overview

In 2018/2019 Australian volunteers were placed in Honiara, 
Gizo (Western Province), Taro (Choiseul Province), Tulagi 
(Central Islands Province) and Auki (Malaita Province).  
The program aims to extend its geographical reach to 
Munda (Western Province) and Kirakira (Makira Province).

The program supported partner organisations to  
better articulate their capacity gaps and map out  
strategic volunteer inputs for their organisations.  
Partner organisations also became more involved  
in the recruitment of volunteers by taking part in the 
interviewing process for candidates.

The program worked on 15 partnership plans with new  
and existing partner organisations in Honiara and  
Western Province. These plans are an articulation of the 
organisations’ needs and volunteer inputs over the next 
three years.

Volunteers and partner organisations actively promoted the 
value of international volunteering through an International 
Volunteer Day event, and volunteers’ stories received 
coverage in the local press. 

The program faced some challenges in this period, as a 
small number of volunteers were affected by dengue fever, 
and recruitment of new program officers for Solomon 
Islands took longer than expected.

The program supported six family members to accompany 
volunteers on their assignments.

Case Study 

Australian volunteer John Ekegren joined the Office of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP) as a prosecutions 
mentor in September 2017 for a 13-month assignment. John 
was a barrister and solicitor of the Supreme Court of Victoria 
before he took up his assignment in Solomon Islands.

During his assignment in Solomon Islands, John was 
instrumental in increasing the ability of the ODPP lawyers to 
effectively plan and present cases. He also helped improve 
efficiency through staff training.

John worked with police in the Criminal Investigations 
Department in Auki to improve their investigation skills, as 
well as their community liaison approach. A representative 
from the ODPP said: ‘It’s important that our communities are 
aware of the provisions within our laws, particularly the 
Family Protection Act 2014, which articulates the protection  
of women, girls and children from domestic violence. John 
trained and mentored these officers, and now they are 
actively raising awareness of laws within the community.’

Because of John’s contributions, the ODPP has implemented 
the expedition of sexual offence cases, so they can be 
resolved quicker and more efficiently. John empowered 
female and male prosecutors to confidently take on these 
cases, and to understand and manage complexities and 
sensitivities. He also delivered an education program to  
staff to help them better understand legal matters.

‘An effective volunteer is one who is passionate, 
approachable, flexible, and respects local culture. John was 
all this and more,’ said a representative from the ODPP.

Australian volunteer Prosecutions Mentor at the Director of  
Public Prosecutions (DPP) Mark Brennan (left), with Senior Legal  
Officer Elma Veenah Rizzu, at the Honiara Magistrate Court.  
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